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DIGITAL   WISCONSIN   PROJECT
ERA Focus Question Video Clip Title

ERA 1
Prehistory & Early History of 
Wisconsin's Native Peoples 8 Focus Questions; 27 Video clips

1a
How can you locate Wisconsin on the planet 
Earth?

Where is Wisconsin?

1b From where did the name "Wisconsin" come?
The name "Wisconsin"

1c

Describe the glaciers in Wisconsin, including 
where they were located and what effects they 
had on the land.

Glaciers in Wisconsin

1d
Name and describe the five physical regions of 
Wisconsin.

Regions of Wisconsin
Northern Highland Region
Central Sand Plain Region
Western Upland Region
Eastern Ridges & Lowlands Region
Lake Superior Lowland Region

1e
What are Wisconsin's major waterways and 
where do they flow?

Wisconsin's Rivers 
1f What do archaeologists do?

The Science of Archaeology
Archaeology & You

1g

What clues did Wisconsins's early peoples 
leave about their lives? What can we learn 
from these clues?

Paleo People in Wisconsin
Archaic People in Wisconsin
Woodland People in Wisconsin
Mississippian People & Aztalan
Rock Art
Rock Art & Oral Tradition
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Fishing in Lake Superior
Travel by Water & on Foot

1h How did Wisconsin's early peoples live?
Wisconsin's First Peoples
Early Workers
Learning from Elders
Early Menominee Government
Farming, Hunting & Gathering
American Indian Longhouses
Ojibwe Birch Bark Lodges
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ERA 2
Early Explorers, Traders, & Settlers to 

1812                3 Focus Questions; 11 Video Clips

2a Describe the early exploration of Wisconsin.
Explorers Arrive from Europe
Explorers & Traders Come to Wisconsin
Map of North America, 1656

2b Describe the Fur Trade in Wisconsin.
Fur Trading Posts
French & Indian Fur Trade
The End of the Fur Trade
Explorers & Traders Come to Wisconsin

2c
How did explorers, traders and settlers change 
the lives of Wisconsin's native peoples?

Mixed Cultures
Can Land Be Owned?
Life Changes for Women & Indians
Ojibwe Beaded Art
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ERA 3
Transition from Territory to Statehood, 

1787-1848 5 Focus Questions; 20 Video Clips
3a Describe Wisconsin Territory.

Voting Rights in Wisconsin Territory
From Territory to State
Map: Wisconsin Territory, 1836
Canals & Sawmills
Leaders Recruit More Immigrants

3b Describe Wisconsin as a new state.
From Territory to State
Voting Rights in the New State 

3c
Who was settling in this area as it changed 
from a territory to a state?

More Settlers Arrive
Miners from Great Britain
Leaders Recruit More Immigrants
Oneida People Come to Wisconsin
Some Traders Stay & Settle
Yankees & Europeans Settle

3d
How did people change the landscape during 
this time?

The Military Road
Buildings Are Clues to the Past
Indians Lose Their Lands
Canals & Sawmills

3e
What conflicts arose during this time of 
change?

The BlackHawk Conflict
Indians Lose Their Lands
Leaders Recruit More Immigrants
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ERA 4 Immigration & Settlement 8 Focus Questions; 55 Video Clips

4a Where have immigrants settled in Wisconsin?
Indian People Today
In Search of Land & Jobs
Where Europeans Settled in Wisconsin
Immigrants Come to Wisconsin's Cities
Maps: 1849, 1864, 1872
Settling & Farming

4b
How do immigrants celebrate and preserve 
their customs and traditions in Wisconsin?

Descended from African-American Slaves 
Early Schools in Wisconsin
Women Quilt & Stitch in Their New Homes
Tibetan New Year Ceremony
Migrant Families Adjust to Moving
Oneida Language & Culture Today
Serbian Folk Dancing
African World Festival 2001
African Dancing
Quinceanera Celebration

4c
What groups of people have recently settled in 
Wisconsin?

Tibetan New Year Ceremony
Tibetan Immigrants to Wisconsin
Refugees from Kosovo
Russian Immigrants to Wisconsin
Migrant Families Adjust to Moving
Migrant Families in Wisconsin

4d
What can we learn about American Indian 
people in Wisconsin?

Wisconsin's First Peoples
Indians Lose Their Lands
Indian People Today
Oneida People Come to Wisconsin
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Oneida Language & Culture Today

4e
What can we learn about European immigrants 
in Wisconsin?

Explorers & Traders Come to Wisconsin
Some Traders Stay & Settle
Yankees & Europeans Settle
In Search of Land & Jobs
Where Europeans Settled in Wisconsin
From Europe to Wisconsin
Why Europeans Came to Wisconsin
Pleasant Ridge & Cheyenne Valley
Refugees from Kosovo
Russian Immigrants to Wisconsin
Serbian Folk Dancing
Settling & Farming
Milwaukee's Polish Communities
More Pleasant Ridge & Cheyenne Valley

4f
What can we learn about Asian immigrants in 
Wisconsin?

Asian Immigrants to Wisconsin
Tibetan New Year Ceremony
Tibetan Immigrants to Wisconsin

4g
What can we learn about African-American and 
African immigrants in Wisconsin?

African-American Immigrants to Wisconsin
African Dancing
African World Festival 2001
Why African-Americans Came to Wisconsin
Pleasant Ridge & Cheyenne Valley
More Pleasant Ridge & Cheyenne Valley
Descended from African-American Slaves 

4h
What can we learn about Latino immigrants in 
Wisconsin?

Hispanic Immigrants to Wisconsin
Migrant Families in Wisconsin
Migrant Families Adjust to Moving
Quinceanera Celebration
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ERA 5
Wisconsin's Role in the Civil War, 1850-

1865 1 Focus Question; 1 Video Clip
5a How did the Civil War affect life in Wisconsin?

Voting Rights at the End of the Civil War
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ERA 6 Mining, Lumber & Agriculture 8 Focus Questions; 46 Video Clips

6a
Describe American Indian farming and 
gathering traditions.

Farming, Hunting & Gathering
Ojibwe Wild Ricing 

6b
How did lead mining by early settlers change 
the landscape?

Lead Mining Means Jobs

6c
Describe how early settlers farmed in 
Wisconsin.

Early Farm Transportation
Frontier Farming
From Forests to Farms
Farming Changes the Landscape

6d Describe wheat farming in Wisconsin.
Wheat is King
From Wheat to Dairy Farming
Wheat Farming
After Wheat, Before Dairy

6e Describe crop farming in Wisconsin.
Soil & Water
Fruit Farming
Cash Crops
Potato Farming
Cranberry Farming
After Wheat, Before Dairy
University Reaches Out to Farmers

6f
How has dairy farming in Wisconsin changed 
over time?

From Wheat to Dairy Farming
From Farming to Factories
University Reaches Out to Farmers
A Finnish Immigrant's Dairy Farm
Dairying in Wisconsin 
Dairy Farming Begins
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Today's Dairy Farms
Cheese Making

6g What is farming like in Wisconsin today?
The Business of Agriculture
Cash Crops
Potato Farming
Cranberry Farming
Dairying in Wisconsin 
Today's Dairy Farms
Cheese Making
Agri-business
Organic Farming
From Farming to Factories
Crops for Food & More

6h
How have logging and lumbering in Wisconsin 
changed over time?

Sawmills & Rivers
Paper Mills
Timber!
A Lumberjack's Life
A Lumberjack's Family
Sawmill to Furniture Factory
Logging Wanes
From Logging to Tourism
Logging in Wisconsin
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ERA 7
La Follette & the Progressive Era, 1874-

1914 3 Focus Questions; 3 Video Clips
7a Women couldn't vote?

No Votes for Women
7b How did women gain the vote?

Women Win the Vote

7c
Who were the suffragists and what did they 
want?

Women Win the Vote
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ERA 8 World Wars & Conflicts 2 Focus Questions; 2 Video Clips & 14 Audio Clips 
8a Describe World War I.

World War I
Letter Home: The War
Letter Home: In the Trenches
Letter Home: Airplanes in the War
Letter Home: Nursing Near the Battlefield
Letter Home: End of the War

8b Describe World War II.
World War II
Letter Home: Pearl Harbor
Letter Home: Basic Training
Letter Home: Nurse Training
Letter Home: North Africa
Letter Home: Combat after D-Day
Letter Home: Air War in the Pacific
Letter Home: Flying the Himalayas
Letter Home: The War Ends
Letter Home: Red Cross in the Pacific
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ERA 9
Prosperity, Depression, 

Industrialization, & Urbanization 4 Focus Questions; 30 Video Clips

9a
What industries have played important roles in 
Wisconsin's economy?

Development of Railroads
Development of Shipping
From Logging to Tourism
Fishing Industry Over Time 
Sawmills & Rivers
Paper Mills
Sawmill to Furniture Factory
Hand Made, Machine Made
From Agriculture to Industry
Exports from Wisconsin
Inventions & Products
Industrial Revolution in Wisconsin
Imports to Wisconsin

9b
How did 19th century newcomers affect 
Wisconsin's industrial development?

Immigrants Find Factory Jobs
Hand Made, Machine Made
Working Conditions in Factories

9c
Why and how has the tourism industry become 
valuable to Wisconsin's economy?

Tourist Attractions in Wisconsin
Special Events & Tourism
A Tourism Career for You?
Recreation & Tourism
Wisconsin's Tourism Industry

9d
Describe how Wisconsin cities have developed 
and changed over time?

What is a City?
Cities Keep Us Connected
The City of Aztalan
Cities Grow Near Waterways
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Shrinking Cities
The City of Milwaukee
City Jobs, Country Jobs
State Capitol: Views from Above
Suburbs & Cities
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ERA 10
Wisconsin's Response to 20th Century 

Change 8 Focus Questions; 126 Video Clips

10a
How have people changed Wisconsin's 
landscape during the 20th century?

Military Road Becomes Military Trail
Changes in Wisconsin's Prairies
Land Use in Milwaukee
Land Use: Northern Highland 
Land Use: Central Sand Plain
Land Use: Eastern Ridges &  Lowlands
Making Places to Play
Topographic Maps of Wisconsin
Maps & Computers
Public Art in Wisconsin
Restored Schoolhouse
Making a Mural for Milwaukee
Wisconsin Architects
Community Gardens

10b
What are Wisconsin people doing to protect 
the state's natural resources?

Natural Resources & Jobs
Industry & the Environment
Caring for Air & Water
Making Places to Play
A Tradition of Protecting Our Resources
Protecting Wisconsin's Fish
Protecting Wisconsin's Waters
Protecting Wisconsin's Wetlands
How to  Protect Our Resources
Making Choices about Wisconsin's Waters

10c
During the 20th century, how has work 
changed in Wisconsin?

Natural Resources & Jobs
Industry & the Environment
Changes In The Workplace
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10d
How have people been educating themselves 
in Wisconsin during the 20th century?

How Schools Work
Learning New Things
Learning & Sharing Traditions
A Family Gardens Together
Old World Wisconsin Museum 
The Value of Community
The University of Wisconsin System
Ojibwe Wild Ricing 
Powwow Celebrations
Culture: Surface & Deep
Learning From Elders
What Is Culture?
Investigating Population Changes in Wisconsin
A Family Learns Together 
Family Beliefs & Values
Investigating Pioneer Life
Investigating a Local Cemetery
Young Historians At Work 
Learning About Other Cultures

10e
How do people in Wisconsin keep in touch 
with their past?

History & Historians
History & Photographs
History & Objects
Restored Schoolhouse
History & Music
Oral History
Old World Wisconsin Museum 
Preserving German Woodcarving
Culture: Surface & Deep
History & Written Records
History & Art
History & Dance
History & Folklore
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History & Folk Traditions
Learning From Elders
Historical Clues
Investigating Population Changes in Wisconsin
Investigating Pioneer Life
Investigating a Local Cemetery
Young Historians At Work 
History Careers
Family Beliefs & Values

10f
How are people in Wisconsin expressing and 
celebrating their cultural identities?

Public Art in Wisconsin
Wisconsin Architects
Wisconsin's Flag
Wisconsin's Symbols
Culture that Deaf People Share
Sports Culture
What Is Culture?
Family Culture in a Homeless Shelter
A Family Gardens Together
Balancing Two Ethnic Cultures
Special Powwow Dances
Making a Mural for Milwaukee
Culture: Surface & Deep
Composing Music as Self-Expression
Coming Home Day Celebration
African World Festival
Powwow Celebrations
Powwow Costumes
Traditional Powwow Dances
Fancy Dancing at Powwows
Jingle Dancing at Powwows
Grass Dancing at Powwows
Drumming at Powwows

10g
How are Wisconsin people preserving their 
cultural traditions and values?

Learning & Sharing Traditions
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Preserving Folk Dance
Family Beliefs & Values
Learning From Elders
Preserving the Oneida Language
Preserving Serbian Dance & Culture
Ko-Thi Dance: Exploring Identity
A Family Gardens Together
Ojibwe Wild Ricing 
Preserving German Woodcarving
Balancing Two Ethnic Cultures
African World Festival
Powwow Celebrations
Powwow Costumes
Traditional Powwow Dances
Fancy Dancing at Powwows
Jingle Dancing at Powwows
Grass Dancing at Powwows
Drumming at Powwows
Special Powwow Dances

10h
How are people in Wisconsin making the world 
a better place?

Caring for Air & Water
Wisconsinites Work for Change
Making Wisconsin a Better Place
Learning & Sharing Traditions
The Value of Community
Learning About Other Cultures
Making a Mural for Milwaukee
Working Against Stereotypes
Stereotypes Hurt
Supporting Your Friends During a Crisis
Internet Pen Pals Program
International Art Exchange Program
Youth Group Helps Guatemalan Boy
Free the Children Program
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